
He was arrested and moved to a Berlin prison.  He was condemned to death 
for sedition in July and beheaded on August 9, 1943.
	 On the eve of his execution, Jagerstatter wrote, “If I must write…
with my hands in chains, I find that much better than if my will were in 
chains.  Neither prison nor chains nor sentence of death can rob a man of his 
faith and his free will.”
	 “I think Franziska, his wife, is also a martyr,” Sister Rosalie said.  
“She was denied state assistance after his death because of the controversy.  
She had to take care of the farm and her girls.  She was young.”
	 Five thousand pilgrims from all over the world joined Sister Ro-
salie and Jarvis at the beatification Mass held in St. Mary Cathedral in Linz.  
Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, who presided over the Mass, said Jagerstat-
ter’s courage is an important example for people today, who face “condition-
ing and manipulation of consciences and minds, sometimes through deceit-
ful means.”

	 Following the beatification, the pilgrims 
passed by the prison where Jagerstatter was first 
held following his arrest.  In the evening they at-
tended an opera composed in his honor, followed 
by a reception hosted by the Governor of Upper 
Austria.  In the days that followed, they attended 
Mass at St. Radegund Church and visited Jager-
statter’s farm, now a shrine.  They participated 
in a peace vigil at a church in Ostermiething.  
They also toured the Mauthausen Concentration 
Camp.
	 “Seven hundred eighty priests were executed 
in Mauthausen,” Sister Rosalie said.  “Many 
people, university students and ordinary citi-
zens, were executed by the Nazis for support-
ing peace.  Sixteen people were executed on the 

same day as Blessed Franz.”
	 A biographical DVD, “The Refusal,” is available from the Center 
for Christian Nonviolence at www.centerforchristiannonviolence.org.  “Die 
Letzten Tage,” a 2005 DVD about the life of Sophie Scholl, a university 
student who was executed by the Nazis for promoting peace, an Academy 
Award nominee for best foreign film, is another good resource for social 
justice discussion groups to use.
	 Blessed Franz Jagerstatter, who followed his conscience despite 
great personal sacrifice, is a role model with an important message for our 
time.
	 “Let us love our enemies, bless those who curse us, pray for those 
who persecute us. For love will conquer and will endure for all eternity.”
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	 The sisters at St. Scholastica Monastery are members of the na-
tional Catholic peace movement, Pax Christi USA.  Several of them are also 
active participants in Justpeace, an ecumenical River Valley peace group, 
as well as Church Women United. They have been involved in prayerful 
vigils for many years in opposition to preemptive war.  Their half-hour silent 
Weekly Witness continues every Sunday afternoon from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m., 
as they meet at the northeastern corner of Creekmore Park, Fort Smith, each 
Sunday at noon, ending with the reading of the names of soldiers who died 
in the previous week and praying for peace.
	 “We remember our soldiers, their families, and everyone who suf-
fers in wartime,” Sister Rosalie Ruesewald, OSB, a core member of National 
Benedictines for Peace and coordinator of St. Scholastica’s Social Justice 
committee, said. “We pray for our soldiers but oppose the preemptive war in 
which they serve.”
	 On October 26, 2007, Sister Rosalie and Justpeace member and St. 
Scholastica Oblate program enrollee Kathy 
Jarvis traveled to Linz,  Austria to attend the 
beatification of Franz Jagerstatter, who was 
beheaded by the Germans for refusing to 
serve in the German Army during WWII.  
	 Blessed Jagerstatter, who was born 
on May 20, 1907, in St. Radegund, Austria, 
was educated in a one-room schoolhouse, but 
became an avid reader with his grandfather’s 
encouragement.
	 When Hitler came to Linz to an-
nounce the annexation of Austria in 1938, 
Jagerstatter was the only person in his town 
to oppose it.  He was inducted into the Ger-
man Army, serving from October 1940 until 
April 1941, when he was released to return to 
his wife, three daughters, and family farm.  
	 As a part-time church sexton, Blessed Jagerstatter received the 
Eucharist daily.  Through prayer, reflection, and Bible reading, he became 
convinced that the German war was unjust, and decided that he could not in 
conscience serve in the Army.  
	 He sought counseling from his bishop, his pastor, family and 
friends.  All of them urged him to consider the needs of his family and his 
country and serve in the military.  And yet Jagerstatter knew he must resist.
	 “If the Church stays silent in the face of what is happening, what 
difference would it make if no church were ever opened again?” he said.
	 Jagerstatter did not judge the bishop, his pastor, his family or his 
countrymen for cooperating, however reluctantly, with the Nazis.  “God has 
given me the gift of seeing things as they are,” he said.  
	 When he was called to service again in February 1943, he an-
nounced his refusal to fight and volunteered to perform nonviolent service.  

Justpeace Pilgrims Attend Beatification of World War II Martyr 
Franz Jagerstatter

Retired Bishop of Linz and Abbot of St. Lambrecht Maximilian 
Aichorn, OSB and Sister Rosalie Ruesewald, OSB
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	I t’s still too early for the new 
growth of spring, but St. Scholastica 
Monastery is welcoming new life in a 
number of ways.
	 Just a little over a month ago 
we with the rest of the world welcomed 
the New Year, which this year, has that 
extra day for good measure.  You notice 
this issue of HORIZONS appears with a 
new look.  That’s because St. Scholas-
tica Monastery hired Maryanne Meyer-
riecks, its first ever Communications Di-
rector.  An area correspondent for The 
Arkansas Catholic for a number of years, 
she comes with years of experience in 
print and electronic media and with an 
eagerness to learn other aspects of pub-
licity to get the word out about the life 
and ministry of the Benedictine Sisters 
of Fort Smith.  Welcome, Maryanne!
	 Maryanne’s office will become 
the clearinghouse, both for the monas-
tery and the retreat center for all public-
ity, whether in print, on billboards, radio, 
television, or the internet.  Up to this time 
those duties have been covered in part 
by many Sisters.  
	 The community is very grate-
ful to Sister Pierre Vorster, who edited 
the three-times-yearly monastery pub-
lication, HORIZONS, took the pictures, 
arranged for newspaper and television 
coverage for a total of 25 years!  That’s 
quite a record for a science teacher with 
no journalism background.  She did a 
job the monastery is quite proud to dis-

play.  Sisters who assisted her with HO-
RIZONS were Sisters Elise Forst, copy 
editor and advisor, Audrey Becker, mail-
ing list coordinator and circulation man-
ager, and Kimberly Prohaska, computer 
layout.
	O ther Sisters who participated 
in the multiple publicity efforts were Sis-
ters Magdalen Stanton with the original 
web site, and Kimberly Prohaska and 
Pat Bolling, the revised web site’s up-
keep and updating.  Doing the Retreat 
Center publicity through newspapers, 
magazines, parish bulletins, and bro-
chures were Sisters Therese Moreno 
and Hilary Decker, with some assistance 
from Macrina Wiederkehr and the pro-
gram committee of the Retreat Center 
advisory board.
	 Also in this issue are listed the 
many benefactors who welcomed our 
annual appeal letter and contributed 
money and in-kind gifts in the course 
of this calendar year.  My custom when 
someone makes a substantial donation 
is to call them to express the sisters’ 
gratitude.  These generous folks often 
tell me that I didn’t need to call;  I am 
so encouraged by their responses which 
can be summed up with this one:  “We 
want you Sisters to be around a long 
time and we want to help.”  How grate-
ful we are to you.  This issue will show 
some of your dollars at work. 
	 With great joy and hope we 
welcomed two postulants within the last 

                    From the Desk of  the Prioress

six months: Kelly 
Fogarty and Beth 
Fritsch.  Both are 
gifted women who 
will continue to 
discern their call 
to monastic life 
by living, praying, and working with us.  
The Oblate group of men and women 
from various denominations continues to 
increase as these God-seekers come to 
walk the spirituality of St. Benedict along 
with us.  Sister Macrina Wiederkehr’s 
latest book, “The Seven Sacred Paus-
es”, will be on book shelves this spring.
	 Not only is this a season for 
welcoming the new; it’s with more than 
a tinge of sadness that we must bid fare-
well to our last two missions, St. Joseph’s 
Home in North Little Rock where Sisters 
Vivian Luyet and Dolores Vincent Bauer 
performed a needed and highly respect-
ed ministry with the poor and with the 
elderly, and St. John’s Parish in Russell-
ville where Sisters Regina and Barbara 
Schroeder will serve as Parish Ministers 
through June of this year.  These four 
Sisters are needed to fill positions at the 
Monastery.  Our two corporate ministries 
are Hesychia House of Prayer at New 
Blaine staffed by Sisters Louise Sharum, 
Marian Walbe, Andrea Loran, and Ethel 
Marie Sonnier, and the Retreat Center 
at the Monastery staffed by Sisters Hi-
lary Decker, Madeline Bariola, Macrina 
Wiederkehr, Elise Forst, and Therese 
Moreno.
	 For more information on the 
activities at St. Scholastica’s, check out 
the web site at www.stscho.org or come 
by for a tour.  May what happens to you 
this year be the blessing for which you 
are praying and waiting.  May this Lent 
enliven your spirit of joy and hope.
					   
–Sister Cabrini Schmitz, OSB

  SISTER CABRINI SCHMITZ

OBLATE  FRANCIS 
MICHAEL FINCH, 
born August 7, 1919; 
passed away on Oc-
tober 26, 2007. A fu-
neral Mass was held 
on October 30 at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic 
Church, Springfield, 
MO, where Finch had 

served as a eucharistic minister, President of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, President of 
the Parish Council, and Sacred Heart Angel. 
A decorated World War II veteran, Finch was 
buried with full military honors at the Missouri 
Veterans Cemetery. He is survived by his wife, 
Darlene; his daughter and son-in-law, Julie and 
Joy Sebek; his son and daughter-in-law, Mi-
chael and Ellen Finch; four grandchildren; his 
sister, Ruth Patterson; and many nieces, neph-

ews, in-laws and friends.
+++

	 OBLATE JOHNNIE FRANCK, 
born December 19, 1926, passed away on Oc-
tober 10, 2007 in Florida. He is survived by his 
widow, Jacqueline, seven children, and seven-
teen grandchildren.

+++
	 OBLATE MARIE NOLL, born Janu-
ary 2, 1925; passed away on October 7, 2007.  
She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Aloys J. Noll, whom she married on April 23, 
1946.  They had no children. She is survived by 
many nieces and nephews.

Heaven-born, the soul a heavenward course 
must hold; beyond the world she soars; the wise 
man, I affirm, can find no rest in that which per-
ishes, nor will he lend his heart to ought that 
doth time depend.
                                    - Michaelangelo

In Loving Memory
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Paul & Magdalen Cesare
Joseph Chancey
Clifford & Myrna Chensam
Arlene Childress
Ann Childs 
Cecil & Barbara Chrisman
Christ the King Church, Fort Smith
Syble Cingolani
Kimberly P. Clark
Robert Classen
Sherry Clennon

Josie Clifton
Mildred Coleman
Community Service Clearinghouse
Harry & Louise Conklin
Frances Connaughton
Peggy Correll
Michael & Rose Mary Coughlin
Bill, Vicki, & Kay Cowan
Dwight & Suzanne Cramer
Paul & Theresa Cronan
Leona Cronin
Mary Ann Cross
Jane Crotts
Lewis & Laura Tate Crow
Jerry & Joan Crumly
Gloria Davis
Marcia D’Amico
Michael Dean & Margaret Lazzari
John & Rea DeAngelo
George & Debbie deGravelle
Augustine & Anne DeSalvo
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas DeSalvo
Gerald & Mary Devaney
Bonnie Diefendorf

HONOR ROLL OF BENEFACTORS FOR 2007

The Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery thank each of our benefactors and volunteers for your gener-
ous support.  You are remembered in our love and prayers.  The first Monday of each month, a Mass 
is offered for you and your intentions.

Benefactors listed here supported the Monastery during the year 2007.
J.O. & Gloria Blaty
Judy Bock
William & Theresa Boeckholder
Linda Boen
Lawrence & Shirley Boente
Richard & Jeanette Bolling
Lawrence & Elizabeth Bolte
Barbara Bordenet
Jack & Mary Carolyn Borengasser           
Joseph Bottalico
W.E. & Mary Bourne

Shannon & Jill Bowerman
Sue Abbott Boyd
Boys’ Shelter
Hope Bradberry
Braddock Family
John & Peggy Brandebura
Nellie Brandes
Margaret Brown
Ray & Paulette Brown
John & Mary Burns
Jim & Cheryl Bush
Dean & JoAnn Butler
Tom & Dorothy Caldarera
Elizabeth Calle
Janie Calvert
Stella Canatser
Marion Cannatella
Katherine Cannatella
Mary Ann Canterbury
Linda Carcano
Luis & Marie Carcano
Sam & Laurie Carman
Catholic Women’s Union of AR
Mary Jane Caudell

Al & Isabel Adams
Adams Plumbing & Electric Co.
Barbara Adams
James Adams
Jon & Patricia Adams
Anthonette Akins
Jim & Sandra Ahlert
Ray & Wilma Ahlert
Ronald & Judith Ahlhorn
Leo & Barbara Anhalt
Theda Anhalt
Anonymous (23)
Ormalene Artho
Assumption Abbey, Ava, MO        
Alicia Austin
Donald & Mary Baier
Mildred Baillio
Gwen Baker
Mary Lynn Baker
Debbie Balicki
Ruben & Marietta Baltz
Margaret Bamburg
Karen Banks
Mitzi Bardrick
Julius & Janice Bariola
Lawrence Bariola
Tony Bariola
Kramer Bass
Harrell & Vivian Bates
Marilyn Batson
Carolyn Bauer
Msgr. Henry Bauer
Vincent & Mary Bauer Estate
Robert Baugh
Frances Beck
Harold & Sharon Beck
Marie Beck
Betty Becker
Mark & Heather Beene
Belle Point Beverages
Debbie Bentley
Anthony Benz
Bernice Bergup
Mr. & Mrs. Herman Berkemeyer
John & Sue Berkemeyer
Kaye Bernard
Luigi & Toni Bersani
Augusta Best
Lanny & Rita Bezner
Darryl & Joann Starr-Birkenfeld
Kenneth & Stella Blaschke

Joseph & Elizabeth Dilger
Leo & Sally Dilger
Patricia Dolci
Kruger & Arleen Donelson
Bob & Aggie Doss
Jean & Ann Drake 
Kay Dumesnil
Pat Duvall
Mary Ealum
Greg & Betty Eckart
Louise Eckart
Mary Edelhuber
Ann Edmondson
Charles & Mona Ehemann
Anne Ellison
Mark Elsken
Father Joseph Enderlin
Environmental Protection 
Associates  
Betty Etzkorn
Dolores Etzkorn
John & Candy Etzkorn
Jim & Karen Ewan
Mr. & Mrs. Fairbanks
Anthony & Louise Farris
Kay Feild
Fentress Mortuary
Audrey Ferguson
Judy Ferguson
Joe Fernicola
Josephine Filipek
Margaret Fimple
Margaret Flanagan
Ruth Flanagan
Ed & Kathleen Fogarty
Shirley Fondren
Clara Forst
Fred & Joy Forst
Louis & Marge Forst
Tom Forst
Agnes Forte
Bobbie Fowler
Virginia Fowler
Jackie Franck
Ed & Bettye Franz
Beth Frazier
Thomas & Norma Fredrick
Barbara Friga
Beth Fritsch
Richard & Kathy Fuhrman
Greg & Janet Fuller
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Charles & Mary Knittig
Ed & Annette Knittig
Tim & Heather Knittig
Doris Koch
Kenneth & Michaella Koldys
Joyce Koozer
Larry & Julia Kovac
Cecilia Krallman
Carmelita Kremers
Jane Krone
Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse Kuehler
Charlotte Kuester
Linda Noe Laine
Ginger Lambert
Barbara Langlois
Helen Lannier
Darrel & Mary Ann Larson
Gerald & Rosella Lasater
Clare Laune
Anna Lazzari
Barbara Lazzari
James Lazzari
John & Jane Leding
Matt & Ann Lee
Bob & Mary Rose Lehmann
Genevieve Lemley
Agatha Lensing
Betty Lensing
Carolyn Lensing
Rosetta Lensing
Msgr. David LeSieur
Doug & Jennifer Lindemann
Robert Lindemann
Rita Lipin
Benny & Kay Little Family
Dennis & Bea Lock
Robert & Catherine Loehr
William & Florence Long
Robert & Catherine Lorenz
Jeffrey & Joelle Lowder
Jimmy & Jo Ann Lutz

Mark & Delphine Hittson
Holy Redeemer Mothers 
  Society, Clarksville, AR
N.A. & Mary Hoelting
Therese Hoelzeman
Mary Louise Hoffman
Jim & Mary Jan Hoobler
Wilburn & Betty Hoover
Marjorie Horinek
Anne Horne
Cher Horwedel
David & Sarah Hotzel
Hilda Hoyt
Madelyn Hubbard
Gene & Louise Huber
Angeline Huck
Hug Chevrolet
Frank & Kitty Hug
Ann Hunt
Tom & Mary Hunter
Annabelle Clinton Imber
Carl & Dorothy Imhauser
Immaculate Conception     
  Church, Fort Smith
Alice Isgrig
Fr. Pius Iwuchukwu
Robert & Frances Jacimore
James & Deborah Jackson
JAM Staffing
Kathleen Jarvis
Charles & Therese Jenkins
Jo Jensen
John Garner Meats
Jo Johnston
Sally Johnston
Walter Jost & E.M. Brenny
Margie Joyce
Junior League, Fort Smith
Robert & Jo Ann Kale
Ted & Marie Kampbell
Lothar & Eldeen Karl
Jo Kastner
Leo & Elizabeth Kaufman
Peggy Keilholz
Mary Kemp Estate
Graham & Dorothy Kent
Brother Joseph Keough, FSC
Carolyn Ketter
Cindy King
John King
Lucille King
Br. Francis Kirchner, OSB
Hilda Kleck
Jim & Connie Kleffner
Troy & Liz Kleffner
Josephine Klober
Marion Kneas
Knights of Columbus, Altus
Knights of Columbus, Charleston
Knights of Columbus, Fort Smith

From the Psalms

Eyes we have and cannot 
see.

Grace of God, give sight to 
me.

Ears we have and cannot 
hear.

Voice of God, sound forth, 
ring clear.

With our hearts deceit we 
deal.

Jesu just, our depths reveal.

-Sister Consuella Bauer, 
OSB
1950

Cathy Furstenberg
Susan Gabbard
Tom Galek
Patricia Gallagher
Ashley Gann
Pat Garms
Charlotte Garr
John & Sandy Gass
Thomas & Laurie Gassman
Carol Geels
Harold & Josephine Geels
Gary & Elizabeth George
Rosemarie Glasser
Fred & Ann Goebel
Mary Goncher
Michael & Debra Gosnell
Louis & Mary Gottsponer
Patricia Grabber
Bernice Grabber-Tintes
Adrianne Graham
Sabina Grau
Joey & Mary Ellen Greenway
Gary Griffin
Larry & Mary Jane Grinstead
John & Mary Ann Gronnwald
Jeff & Deidra Groves
Joseph Gubanski
Judith Guedon
Charles & Dennis Guillory
Frank & Ann Gunderman
Marilyn Gunther
Sister Josefina Gutierrez
John & Patricia Habberstad
Dan & Alice Hadwin
Richard & Karin Hahn
John & Theresa Hall
Therese Hamil
Theresa Hamling
Darlene Hammer
Helen Hanson
Harbor House Residents
Judy Harder
Pat Harder
David & Carol Harper
Donald & Jane Harrison
Patricia Hart
Cecilia Hartman
Josie Hartman
William & Claire Hartmann
Lucy Hartmeier
Father Warren Harvey
Jerry & Jude Hassler
Charmaine Haunart
Helen Hays
Cecilia Heeke
Ida Heinrich
Bill & Agnes Hess
Pete & Joy Hibbard
Elizabeth Hierholzer
Iris Hightower

Patrick & Elaine Lynch
Joe & June Lyons
David & Gilda Macksam
Mary Maestri
Virginia Mais
James & Angela Malik
Curtis & Vera Mann
Sister Anna James Markey
Adrienne Marsh
Dorothy Martinous
Tim & Dottie Massanelli
Emma Mayes
Joe Mazzanti, Jr.
Kathleen Mazzanti
Donna McCall
Robert & Elise McCartt
Barbara McConnell
Mildred McElligott
Ann McElmurry
Patty McGann
Mark McGregor
Mary McKeown
Father David McKillin, OSB
Betty McNulty
Jim & Debbie Medley
Alvin & Carol Meyer
Gregory Meyers
Mary Michele
Mark & Sherry Miles
John & Mary Miller
Rosia Minden
Father Henry Mischkowiuski
Gene & Frances Moir
Patricia Moix
Joseph Moll
Amanda Moore
Helen Moore
James & Laura Moore
Jim & Patricia Moore
Phyllis Moore
Diana Moreno
Ronnie & Regina Moyer
Bill Murray
William F. Naegle
Nahlen Family
Nahlen Family Trust
Andrew Nahlen
Leonard Nahlen
T.J. & Mary Ann Nahlen
Tony & Theresa Nahlen
National Family Pharmacy
National Religious Retirement Fund
Naval Base Church Offer-   
  ing, Silverdale, WA
John & Marie Needham
Jeannie Neely
Mary Nelson
John Neubauer
Delores Neumeier
Gertrude Noll
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Sister Consuella Bauer enjoys 
her renovated room on the 
Infirmary Floor.

Joe Nolte
Marie Nunn
Herman & Mary Oberkoetter
Bob & Jennie O’Conner
Father John Oswald
Msgr. Richard Oswald
Greg Pair
Amanda Palmer
Betty Parillo
William & Margaret Parks
Bobby & Dorothy Pate
Paula Patton
Peachtree Hospice
Ig & Brenda Pereira
Christopher & Elizabeth Peterson
Patricia Phillips
Randy & Martha Pieroni
Irma Pittroff
Roman & Antonia Plugge
Shirley Plugge
Matthew & Betty Post
Matthew & Karla Post
Michael & Cheryl Poulin
Patricia Price
Carol Prohaska
Project Compassion
James & Mary Radly
Joseph Raley
Frederick Ransom
Imelda Reber
Lynn Reed
Rita Rehm
Mary Reidle
Sandra Renfrow
Wilson Reynolds Trust
Leo & Christine Rhea
Jake & Mary Ann Richards
Rob & Virginia Ricketts
Frances Riley
Larry & Joyce Ringwald
John Roberts
Jean Rockenhaus
Bill & Jean Ann Roddy
Dewey & Mary Rogers
Linda Rogers
Tom & Rosemary Rolniak
Antoinette Rovinelli
Patrick & Bertha Roy
Clara Jane Rubarth
Dwight & Ruth Ruelle
Laurine Ruleau
Kevin & Madeline Rumker
Sacred Heart Church,     
  Charleston
Sacred Heart of Mary Moth-
  ers Society, Barling
St. Andrew Cathedral, Little Rock
St. Andrew Church, Yellville
St. Boniface Church, Fort Smith
St. Boniface School, Fort Smith

St. John Altar Society, 
  Russellville
St. Mary Church, Altus
St. Mary Christian Mothers 
  Club, Altus
St. Scholastica Alumnae
St. Scholastica Infirmary Staff
Donna Saldana
Kevin & Mary Sayre
Barbara Sax
Claudia Scherrey
John & Theresa Scherrey
Mike & Linda Schluterman
Mildred Schluterman
Margaret Schmitt Estate
Ambrose Schmitz
Andrew & Sue Schmitz
Cletus & Linda Schmitz
Denis & Phyllis Schmitz
Lawrence & Theresa Schmitz
Leonard & Claire Schmitz
Dan & Ethel Schmucker
Joseph & Charlotte Schmucki
Al Schneider & Judy Hoelzeman
Schroeder Family
Bernard & Emily Schroeder
Cletus & Darla Schroeder
Danny & Evelyn Schroeder
Elmer Schroeder
George & Anna Schroeder
Greg Schroeder
Jimmy & Karrie Schroeder
Ray & Anita Schroeder
Barbara Schuchart
David Schwartz Farm
Patrick Seibold
J.J. & Johnette Seiter
J.D. & Margaret Shamburger
Clarence & Nancy Sharum
Leo & Debbie Sharum
Mildred Sharum
Rachael Sharum
Steve & Paula Sharum
Timothy Sharum
James Shea
Wesley & Sandra Shelly
Thomas Shircliff
Benita Siebenmorgen
Charlotte Siebenmorgen
Gertrude Siebenmorgen
Hilda Siebenmorgen
Jon Mark & Lisa Simpson
Sisters of Mercy, Barling
Sisters of Mercy, Fort Smith
Sisters of Mercy, Little Rock
Leslie & Barbara Skews
Ed & Rose Smetanka
Kay Smith
Mike & Suzy  Smith
Penny Smith

Charlotte Weisenfels
Lona Weisenfels
Mr. & Mrs. Welters
Josephine Werner
Billy Joe Wesley
Msgr. John Westhues
Christine Wewer
Denis & Molly Wewers
Lawrence & Louise Wewers
Margaret Wheeler
Patrick & Christine Wheeler
Henry & Sharon Whistler
Greg White
Al & Linda Wiederkehr
Lou Wiederkehr
Betty Wilhelm
Sharon Wilkin
Vonda Rooks Willems
W.J. & Mary Lou Willmann
Barbara Wilson
Russell & Carolyn Wilson
Michael & Erika Wimberly
Lizbeth Winford
Robert & Penny Winsett
Greg & Katy Wolf 
Helen Wolf
Joia Wolfe
Genevieve Wood
Josephine Wood
Martha Brockman Wood Estate
Blake Woolsey
Bill & Mona Wooten
Helen Wren
Jason & Britny Yandell
Jim & Julie Yandell
Walker & Madonna Young
Chris & Dolores Zajac
Gayle & Nancy Zembower
Patricia Zimmerman

Rob & Diana Smith
Pauline Smith
Richard & Barbara Snow
Emily Soller
Rosemary Spanel
Rose Anna Spanke
Ann Sparks
Thomas & Paulette Spivey
Louise Sponer
Randy & Rebecca Spooner
Howard & Linda Spradlin
Sharolyn Sprigg
Cathy Stalcup
Linda Starling
Robert & Barbara Stelle
Lillian Stensland
Geri Stevens
Kenneth Stoner
Steven & Ruth Stovall
Alex & Sue Streett
Rudy & Mary Stretesky
James & Von Strobel
Subiaco Abbey
Pearl Suitt
Dorothy Sullivan
Talianos
Edward & Ceci Taylor
Thomas & Mary Ann Taylor
Dave & Diana Tetreault
Mary Jo Tetreault
Virginia Thennes
Ravi & Anna Thiagarajan
Thomas Electric Company
Reed Thompson
Jeffrey & Mary Totaro
Gloria Tran
John & Quenna Tran
Trinity Junior High School
Alfred Twenter
Julie Udouj
Paul Udouj
Danny Uerling
Al & Mary Ulmer
Hubert & Gertrude Vaught
Pauline Vieth Estate
Jo Ann Vonder Heide
Bernard & Tina Von Hatten
Frank & Betty Vorster
Greg & Rebecca Vorster
Joe & Martha Vorster
Pete & Donna Vorster
Mr. & Mrs. Row Waelder
Fred & Jean Walter
Nancy Walter
Richard & Shari Walter
Helen Ward
Sheron Ward
Pat & Vicki Wardlaw
Velma Warren
Mike & Laurie Wegman 5



IN MEMORY OF

Lawrence Adams & John 
  Keeton
Jon & Patricia Adams

Al-Agba
Graham & Dorothy Kent

Jerome Ahlert
Stephen Ahlert

Mary Baier
Patricia Rettenmaier

Mary Bauer
Delores Barber
Judith Oswald

Sisters Emerita Beck,    
  Herman Joseph Berke-  
  meyer, & Columba Wal-  
  ter
Louise Kaufman 

Walter & Coralee Bolling   
  & Armond & Marie Bour-
  geois
Walter & Gracie Bolling

Mrs. Frances Buergler
Regina Buergler

Cesira & Sister Josetta 
  Catalani
Rosemary Catalani

Jane Clark
Eugene & Janette Dahlem
John & Kelly Dollar
L. Freeman & Janet Wish
William & Carol Fritchie
Holy Redeemer Mothers 
Society, Clarksville, AR
Leon & Nancy Kern
Donald & Denise Kimbrough
Flynn & Lola Kinman
Joe & Trenna Kremers
M.B. & Beverly Leal
John & Ann Marie McAuley
Donald Pennington
John & Constance Rommel
Kevin & Sandy Siebenmorgen
Mary Stickley
Donald & Marietta Stimpson
Mary Walter

Anna Davis
Nancy Ann Davis

Syl Dietz
Michael & Rita Chisum

Sister Simon Edelhuber
Gene & Janette Dahlem
Katherine Guy-Pendleton
John Findley
Ruth Findley
Ione Hornby
Kathleen Jarvis
Wayne Snyder

George & Margie Fritsche
George & Margie Fritsche’s   
  Children

Frank & Mayme Geels
Bill & Emily Soller

Sister Gertrude Grabber
Anonymous
John Grabber
Patricia Grabber

Jerry Heil
Agnes Forte

Sister Rosetta Kuettel
Louise Kaufman
John & Madeline Whitney

Sister Teresina Lazzari
Barbara Adams
Anonymous
Catholic Women’s Union of AR
Dolores Etzkorn
Clara Forst
Anna Lazzari
John & Jane Leding
Jimmy & Jo Ann Lutz
Donald & Frances McDaniel
Tom & Paulette Spivey
Loretta Weindel
Joyce Wells
Marcus Woodward

Sister Justine Linneman
Ann Hargis

Mary Catherine McDougal
Joseph & Martha Vorster

Julia O’Donnell
Mary O’Donnell

Jean Olive
Melvin & Nonie Carpenter

Herman & Elizabeth 
  Rietman
Dan & Alice Hadwin

Sister Frederick Rufener
Frank & Theresa Blair

Agnes Sax
Susan Jarsulic

Sister Helen Schneider
Louise Eckart

Sister Veronica Sharum
Patrick Seibold

Sheila Simpson
Robert & Jo Ann Kale

Sisters who taught in   
  Clear Creek, MO
Adolph Gramlich

Sister Leona Terbieten
Mary Ann Halcisak

Dolores Verkamp
Linda Donberger

Sister Mary Ruth Wewers
Mary Edelhuber

Basil Wiederkehr
Mary Ann Wiederkehr

Rudolph Worner
Antoinette Beland

Sister Jeannette Yaeger
Sister Ginger & May Andrews
Dolores Etzkorn
John & Jane Leding
Jimmy & Jo Ann Lutz
Emily Mayes

Sisters Callista & Flor-    
  ence Yutterman
David & Margaret Crawford

Bob & Minnie Zang
Bill & Mona Wooten

IN HONOR OF

Sister Consuella Bauer
Brother Christopher Conine, 
  HBVM
St. Scholastica Alumnae

Sister Anita Berkemeyer
Mildred Zinser
Louise Kaufman

Sr. Cecelia Marie Brickell
Donald & Crystal Eastman

Sister Patrick Cingolani
Orlando & Geraldine
Cingolani
Louise Kaufman

Sisters Madeline Clifton, 
  Miriam Hoffman, Cabrini 
  Schmitz, & Magdalen  
  Stanton 
Louise Kaufman

Sister Rachel Dietz
Raymond & Josephine Siegfried

Betty Etzkorn
James & Laura Moore

Sister Norbert Hoelting
Anonymous
Brother Christopher Conine, 
HBVM
Margaret Hug
Catherine McVay
St. Scholastica Alumnae

Sister Vivian Luyet
Dennis & Bea Lock

Sister Therese Moreno
Elena Moreno-Keegan

Bill Murray
Susan Gabbard

Sisters Josita Nahlen &   
  Elizabeth Rossi
Gene & Inez Ciechanowski
Father Ernest Hardesty
John & Linda Wink

Sister Rosemary Rufener
Frank & Theresa Blair

Sisters Barbara & Regina   
  Schroeder
John & Linda Wink

Sister Jo Ann Senko
Ramon & Carol Saldana

Sister Hermana Sieben- 
  morgan       
John & Theresa Hall6



Dorothy Sullivan
Antoinette Beland
Betty Etzkorn
Dot Hosford

Sister Dolorita Thompson
Gary & Dawn Scarborough

Bernard & Tina Von Hatten
Larry & Mary Lynn Baker

Pete Vorster
Adrian & Anna Furstenberg

Sister Pierre Vorster
David & Joan Busby
Michael & Kathleen Dixon
Louise Kaufman
Richard & Mary Udouj
Pete & Donna Vorster

Pat & Vicki Wardlaw
Rebecca Clark
Mike & Susan Wardlaw
Mr. & Mrs. Will Wardlaw

Lawrence Wewers Family
Lawrence & Louise Wewers

We have tried to include all benefactors 
in 2007.  If your name was overlooked 
or improperly printed, please accept 
our apologies and contact us to correct 
the error.

Development Office
St. Scholastica Monastery

P.O. Box 3489
Fort Smith, AR 72913

Telephone: 479-783-4147
E-mail:  elise@stscho.org

	
On December 26, St. Scholastica welcomed its newest member, Beth Fritsch, during 
Evening Praise.  Beth joins two others in formation: Kelly Fogarty, who was received on 
September 14, and Sister Cecelia Marie Brickell, who made her temporary profession of 
vows on June 24.  During her formation period, Beth will be living community with the 
formation group, pursuing religious studies, and studying the Rule of St. Benedict under 
the direction of Formation Director Sister Maria DeAngeli.

	 Beth, the third of four 
children of Joseph and Ar-
lene Fritsch, was born on 
April 13, 1962.
	 “I had considered reli-
gious life when I was in col-
lege,” Beth said, “but I was 
not mature enough then to 
make such a commitment.”  
Instead, she earned a B.A. 
in Theology; an M.Ed; an 
MBA from Xavier Universi-
ty, Cincinnati; and a parale-
gal certificate from the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati.  While 
she achieved success in the 
business world as a real es-
tate closer, asset manager, 

and, later, contract project manager for a utility company, she never forgot the contem-
plative part of herself.
	 Beth had prayed with Sister Macrina Wiederkehr’s book, “Seasons of  Your 
Heart”, for many years.  In 2006, after a large corporate merger gave her the gift of time 
and freedom, she traveled to St. Scholastica Monastery to attend one of Sister Macrina’s 
retreats, “The Secret Garden.”  At the monastery, she found a place where her soul felt 
very free.  She continued to travel in Ireland and France, but still felt a pull towards the 
monastic life and the welcoming and loving community where she had begun to feel at 
home.
	 After a period of discernment, she made arrangements to sell her home in Ohio 
and become a member of St. Scholastica.
	 “It often amazes me that I ever would have been led to Arkansas,” she said, “as 
I had never visited and would not have chosen to reside there.  I do believe that it is a 
confluence of many factors which align to situate a person in the place they are meant to 
be.  I believe this happened to me and I am grateful for the grace to say, ‘Yes.”’
	

Consider Your Call
St. Scholastica Monastery Monastic Experience

July 3-8, 2008

	 This retreat weekend is open to young Catholic women between the ages of 18-45 who 
want to learn about Benedictine life. There will be times for prayer, ministry, getting to know the 
Sisters and participating in monastic life.  For more information, contact our Vocation Director:

Sister Kimberly Rose Prohaska, OSB 
St. Scholastica Monastery

P.O. Box 3489
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72913 

(479) 783-4147       
vocationdirector@stscho.org

St. Scholastica Gift Shop

Fort Smith’s only Catholic gift 
shop for Religious Articles, 
handcrafted items, and home-
made baked goods.

Open:
Monday-Friday 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Most Saturdays 12:30-3:00 p.m. at 
the Retreat Center, 2nd Floor

And Beth Makes Three!

Kelly Fogarty, Beth Fritsch, and Sister Cecelia Marie Brickell

Please remember us when revising or making 
your will.  Our legal name is
St. Scholastica Monastery,

Fort Smith, Arkansas.
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On November 29, a special prayer service 
was held at St. Joseph Home in North Little 
Rock, marking the departure of Sisters Viv-
ian Luyet and Dolores Vincent Bauer, OSB 
and the end of 100 years of Benedictine 
ministry there.  Sister Cabrini Schmitz, 
OSB, led the two-hour prayer service, be-

ginning in the second floor Cha-
pel and continuing through the 
building, stopping to pray, sing 
hymns, and sprinkle holy water in 
each area of the building.
	 The Diocese of Little 
Rock, owner of St. Joseph Home, 
is offering the property for sale.  
It hopes to find a buyer who will 
keep the building, listed on the 
National Historic Registry, and 
maintain its Catholic ties, and is 
waiting until March 1 to give in-
terested Catholics a chance to come 
forward.
	S ister Vivian, 89, re-
turned to St. Scholastica for 
health reasons.  Sister Dolores 
Vincent is serving as assistant 
procurator in the monastery.

St. Scholastica Monastery
1301 South Albert Pike

P.O. Box 3489
Fort Smith, AR 72913-3489

Monastery@stscho.org

Return service requested

Non-Profit Organization

U.S. Postage Paid
Fort Smith, AR
Permit: No. 429

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AT SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Feb. 16	      Caregivers Day of Recollection
	      Sister Rachel Dietz, OSB	

Feb. 22-24    Honoring the Soul’s Need 	
	      for Reflection
	      Sister Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB
	
March 8	     Lenten Day of Recollection
	     Clara Jane Rubarth
	
Mar. 20-23  Holy Week/Triduum Retreat	
	     Sister Macrina Wiederkeher, OSB              
                     and Sister Hilary Decker, OSB

Mar. 28-30  Retreat on Thomas Merton
	     John King

Apr. 11-13    Dreams and Other Ways to Listen
	      for Wisdom
	      Rev. Susan Sims-Smith and 	
	      Bishop Larry Maze

Apr. 18-20    Beatitudes: Promises of Joy (Not
	      Fun)
	      Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

Apr. 24-27   Directed Retreat

June 14	      Create Your Own Gourd Prayer
                     Bowl
                     Sr. Melissa Anna Letts, OSB

To register or to get more 
information,

call 479-783-1135 or e-mail
retreats@stscho.org

IN THE NEWS

	 Sister Maria DeAngeli, OSB, For-
mation Director at St. Scholastica Monas-
tery, is attending an Intensive Study of the 
Holy Rule in Rome, Italy.  At the 
two-month long conference, Sister 
Maria and 27 other participants 
from English-speaking countries 
around the world, will embark on 
an in-depth study of the Rule of St. 
Benedict and the Dialogues of St. 
Gregory using primary sources. 
During the program, which is con-
ducted at the Generalate of the 
Missionary Benedictine Sisters of 
Tutzing, the class will take trips to 
Nursia, the birthplace of St. Bene-
dict, to Subiaco, and to Monte 
Cassino.

	
		S  ister Cabrini 
Schmitz, OSB, Prioress, is at-
tending the Conference of Bene-
dictine Prioresses from January 
31-February 4 in Ferdinand, IN.  
This annual meeting brings together prior-
esses from the U.S., Canada, Mexico, and 
the Bahamas.

	 Sister Macrina Wiederkehr’s sev-
enth book, “Seven Sacred Pauses: Living 
Mindfully Through the Hours of the Day”, 
will be released by Sorin Books on March 
31, 2008. A companion CD, “Seven Sacred 
Pauses: Singing Mindfully From Dawn to 
Dark”, by Velma Frye, was released in De-
cember, 2007. In this book, Sister Macrina 
encourages readers to use the seven sa-
cred pauses in the monastic day--the Night 
Watch, the Awakening Hour, the Blessing 
Hour, the Hour of Illumination, the Wisdom 
Hour, the Twilight Hour, and the Great Si-
lence--to keep vigil with God in their own 
lives.  
	S ister Macrina will be conducting 
retreats using themes from Seven Sacred 
Pauses at St. Scholastica Retreat Center-
from February 22-24; at The Cenacle Re-
treat, Houston, TX from April 4-6; at Subi-
aco Retreat Center from April 11-13; and at 
Bon Secours Spiritual Center in Marriotts-
ville, MD from April 18-20.  Sister Macrina 
will also be signing books in several cities 
across the country.
	 “Seven Sacred Pauses” is avail-
able for pre-order at Amazon.com, which 
also sells her first six books. “Seven Sacred 
Pauses” CD is available through http: www.
velmafrye.com.

	
	

Seven Sacred Pauses CD
Velma Frye

Read the large 
print edition of 
“Horizons” in PDF 

format on our
website at:

www.stscho.org/
Horizons.html


