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There is no “Message from the Pri-
oress” in June’s “Horizons.”  Sister 
Cabrini Schmitz, OSB, is recov-
ering from knee surgery.  Please 
remember Sister Cabrini and the 
sisters in the Infirmary in your 
prayers.

          Blessings to Two Diamond 
     Jubilarians:

        June 24, 1948 - June 24, 2008

Sisters Rosarita Huber and Adrian Wewers will celebrate their 
sixty-year Diamond Jubilees on June 24, 2008.  Both are still actively 

serving the monastic community—Sister Ro-
sarita as Laundry Manager and Sister Adrian 
as Assistant to House Coordinator Sister Eliza-
beth Rossi.
Sister Rosarita has two older sisters who were 
Benedictines—Sister Herbert Huber, who lives 
in the Infirmary, and the late Sister Marie Huber.  
The daughter of German immigrants, George 
and Sophie Huber, who moved to Subiaco in 
the 1920’s, Sister Rosarita joined St. Scholas-
tica Monastery at age 17.  On her first mission 
at Shoal Creek, Sister Rosarita taught Grades 
1-4, but soon her musical skills were put to good 
use teaching Music at St. Scholastica Academy 

and various missions over the next 19 years, and serving as organist and 
choir director in churches.  While teaching she earned her B.A. in Music—
Organ at Webster University and an M.A. in Elementary Education at St. 
Joseph College. In 1970 she transferred to public school teaching in the 
Fort Smith School District, retiring in 1996.  “I 
pray to be open to whatever surprises God has 
in store for me,” Sister Rosarita said.  
Sister Adrian, the oldest of ten children, learned 
a prayer at her mother’s knee.  “God help me 
to know what you want me to be.”  Through her 
mother’s encouragement and the example of 
her aunt, Sister Benita Wewers, Sister Adrian 
joined St. Scholastica at age 15, and was later 
followed by her sister, the late Sister Mary Ruth 
Wewers.  As a Benedictine sister, she taught for 
40 years in Catholic and pubic schools, includ-
ing Nazareth, TX, where she prayed the Rosary 
at every sporting event, helping the school earn many winning seasons.  
While teaching she earned her B.S. in Elementary Education at St. Mary’s 
College.  Although Sister Adrian had initially wanted to become a nurse, 
she never regretted being a teacher.  Before coming back to the monas-
tery to assist the House Coordinator in 1997, she finished her teaching 
career at St. Joseph’s Early Childhood Learning Center in Little Rock.
“I thank God every day that He gave me the inspiration to hear His call 
and the strength to continue His work,” Sister Adrian said.

	 Sisters Barbara and Regina 
Schroeder are leaving their jobs in St. 
John’s Church, Russellville to return 
to work in the monastery this June.  
Sister Regina will serve as Procurator 
and Sister Barbara will assist in vari-
ous capacities.
	 The parishioners at St. John’s, 
who held a farewell party for them May 
17, will miss their service. “They were 
always reaching out to others,” Father 
Bill Thomas, pastor, said. Sister Bar-
bara, who worked in hospital and nurs-
ing home ministry, is “really small but 
mighty,” Rita Brabel said.  “She kind of 
sprinkles sunshine and the faith wher-
ever she goes.”
	 “Sister Barbara reminds me 
of one of my aunts,” parishioner Char-
lotte Petrick added.  “She’s just a neat 
little lady, very inspiring, and a won-
derful storyteller.”
	 Sister Regina directed the RCIA 
Program, worked with annulments, and 
coordinated  “Why Catholic?” and Scrip-
ture Studies at St. John’s.  Petrick, who 
will be taking over as RCIA Program 
Director, said that Sister Regina was a 
wonderful mentor and role model.  “She 
is fun and interesting and a wealth of in-
formation,” Petrick said.
	 Craig Brabel, who joined the 
Church in 2006, said,  “Sister Regina 
put me on her ‘hit list’ of people she 
was trying to convert.  I had been 
going to St. John’s with my wife for 
25 years.  When I joined the Church, 
Sister Regina and Father Bill were 
listed as my godparents.  Sister Re-
gina is awesome.”  
	 Rita Brabel said, “They’re 
very special to our family.  They’ve 
been a shoulder to cry on and of-
fered us a lot of encouragement and 
showed a lot of confidence in our 
abilities to help us to grow.”
	 Father Bill said, “We hate to 
lose them, but we can understand why.”

Two Sisters Come Home to 
St. Scholastica Monastery

Sr. Adrian’s Photo by Br. Francis Kirchner, OSB

In Memoriam
OBLATE JOSEPHINE M. WERNER passed 
away on May 15, 2008 at the age of 87. She 
made her oblation October 21, 1991. A 
graduate of St. Scholastica Academy, she 
was retired from Phillips Petroleum Com-
pany and lived in Holy Redeemer Parish, 
Clarksville.  She is survived by one sister, 
Mary Lorfing; one brother, Bernard Wer-
ner; and numerous nieces and nephews.
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A Look at the 
Development 

Office
By Sister Elise Forst

	 Thanks to our many generous friends, 
Maryanne Meyerriecks, our communications di-
rector, and I are settled in our new office in the 
monastery.  Our maintenance men did a wonder-
ful job transforming the old sewing room into a 
communications/development office.  We will 
soon be putting up two plaques, one remember-
ing the donors who contributed to this project, and 
one for Sister Mary Ruth Wewers, whose retire-
ment monies were used for this project.
	 We are filled with gratitude to all of you 
who have been so gracious and eager to be a 
part of continuing the life and works of St. Scho-
lastica Monastery into the coming years.  Many of 
you are now providing needed advice and skills 
on various advisory boards.
	 Our first advisory board was the Con-
tinuing Care Fund Board, which has helped us 
manage our Continuing Care Fund to provide 
for the needs of our elderly Sisters now and in 
coming years.  In order to more accurately reflect 
the board’s service to the community, we have 
changed the name of that board to Financial Advi-
sory Board.  Lay people presently serving on that 
board are Leo Anhalt, Bob Doss, and Ravi Thiagara-
jan from Fort Smith and Carol Geels from Subiaco.
	 In 2004, the Friends of the Center formed 
a group to help the Sisters in their work at the Re-
treat Center.  They have given generously of their 
resources, time, and skills in planning, prepar-
ing, and promoting programs at the Center.  The 
board for the Friends of the Center is now being 
renamed as the Retreat Center Advisory Board.  
Present lay members of that board include Mary 
Louise Baier, Kaye Bernard, Kathryn Birkhead, 
and John King from the Fayetteville area; John 
Brandebura, Karin Hahn, Linda McDonough, 
Maryanne Meyerriecks, Clara Jane Rubarth, and 
Suzy Smith from Fort Smith; Tom Jakobs from 
Alma; and Delores Neumeier from Ozark.	 In 2006, the Development Advisory Board 
was established to assist the community in set-

ting up a development program.  Members outside the 
community on this board are Debbie Bentley, Tom and 
Dorothy Caldarera, Father David McKillin, OSB, Mary-
anne Meyerriecks, Bob and Becky Meyers, and Ravi 
Thiagarajan from Fort Smith and Kaye Bernard and Paul 
and Theresa Cronan from Fayetteville.
	 In 2007, Sister Kimberly Prohaska, vocation di-
rector, established a Vocation Advisory Board to assist 
her in spreading the word about the community and in-
viting new members.  Members outside the community 
include Kaye Bernard and Janet Fuller from Fayetteville; 
Peggy Brandebura, Deacon John and Mary Burns, Mary-
anne Meyerriecks, John Neubauer, Dorothy Sullivan, Ju-
lie Udouj, Paul Udouj, and Jo Ann Vonderheide from Fort 
Smith; Brother Francis Kirchner, OSB from Subiaco; and 
Amanda Moore from Conway, 
	 We are grateful to all these friends who give so 
much of themselves to be of service to us.

Credit Cards accepted now
	 Credit card payment is now accepted for retreat pro-
grams and for gifts to the monastery. You can also contribute 
online through PayPal at the St.Scholastica Monastery web 
site, http://www.stscho.org.  In the “Other Links of Interest” go 
to the drop down menu to “Make a Contribution.” 
	 If you wish to make an electronic funds transfer, please 
call Ravi Thiagarajan at our Business Office at (479) 783-4147.

Please remember us when revising or 
making your will.  Our legal name is

St. Scholastica Monastery,
Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Our sisters and staff have been hard at work creating space 
to  bring the Gift Shop into the monastery.  After relocating the 
mailroom and kitchen storage area, they have begun renova-
tions, which will include a separate Gift Shop entrance near 
the monastery parking lot.  The move to this convenient, more 
accessible location should take place by the end of summer.  
Sister Maria DeAngeli will be holding a moving sale in late 
June.  The anonymous donor who provided the resources for 
us to complete this move is remembered in our prayers.
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(L to R) Sister Elise Forst, OSB and Maryanne Meyerriecks in their new office.



Two Programs for Spiritual Growth
Following the Spiritual Exercises of St. 

Ignatius
Following the Rule of St. Benedict as a 

Benedictine Oblate
	 This October, the Retreat Center will offer its 
second “Retreat in Daily Life.”  From October, 2007 
through May, 2008, seven people participated in the 
first seven month experience of the Spiritual Exer-
cises of Ignatius, led by Sisters Rachel Dietz, Maria 
DeAngeli, Stephanie Schroeder, and Macrina Wie-
derkehr.  During the retreat period, they committed to 
a daily hour of prayer using the method of the Ignatian 
exercises.  They met as a group once a week, and had 
individual spiritual direction sessions every other week.
	 “Several of us participated in this program at 
Red Plains Monastery in Piedmont,” Sister Rachel 
said.  “Through the Retreats in Daily Life, Red Plains 
Monastery has trained 80 people in the Oklahoma 
City area to become spiritual directors.  We hope this 
program will benefit both people who want to learn 
spiritual direction or just to apply its principles in their 
relationships with God, their families, and their com-
munities.”
	 Surrenah Werley, Director of Religious Educa-
tion at Immaculate Conception Parish, had been look-
ing for a flexible program that would allow her to do 
something just for herself so that she would have the 
strength to continue her ministry to others.  “I wanted 
something that was going to have a longer-lasting im-
pact,” she said, “because I have too many responsibil-
ities to go away.  This program was an absolute blessing 
that enabled me to grow my relationship with Christ and 
have a much more personal relationship with Him.”
	 Clara Jane Rubarth, a retired professor from 
University of Arkansas--Fort Smith, retreat direc-
tor, and community leader, said, “Probably the best 
thing was the deepening of my faith through the guid-
ance and through the concentration on the hour a 
day prayer and meeting every week.  The whole ex-
perience was so good that instead of saying “the 30 
weeks are through,” we decided to keep meeting be-
cause we formed a bond with the others in the group 
as well as with Jesus and His Blessed Mother.”
	 Because time is needed to prepare for this re-
treat experience and for individuals to be evaluated 
for their readiness to this commitment, applicants are 
requested to register in July, 2008.  No one will be 
permitted to register after September 1, 2008.  For 
further information, or to register for the Retreat in 
Daily Life, call Sisters Hilary Decker, Rachel Dietz, 
or Maria Goretti DeAngeli at (479) 783-1135 or (479) 
783-4147.

	 St. Scholastica Monastery has been blessed 
by the presence of its Oblates, who have promised 
to live the wisdom of Christ as interpreted in the Rule 
of St. Benedict.  They associate themselves with the 
community while they live in the world, being living 
examples of Christ’s presence to those around them.
	 On May 18, nine men and women who had stud-
ied the Rule of Benedict since September, 2007 enrolled 
in the Oblate program, receiving a medal of St. Benedict 
and committing to studying his Holy Rule for a second 
year.  Four men and women who had completed the two 
year program of study made their final Oblation.
	 Oblates meet monthly from September to May 
for a meeting with Sister Magdalen Stanton, Oblate 
Director, following 9:30 Mass on the third Sunday of 
each month.  During meetings they study the Rule of 
Benedict and learn how to apply it in their daily lives.
	 They strive to follow Benedictine values in the 
world: stability and fidelity by worshipping and volun-
teering in their church communities; moderation in 
their use of the world’s goods; concern for their neigh-
bors; conversion to Christ and an attempt to avoid sin; 
and obedience and maintenance of proper relation-
ships towards God, their families, and their civil and 
religious societies.  
	 Guided by the Rule, Oblates strive to spend 
time each day reflecting on Scripture, cultivating an 
awareness of God’s presence in silence, praising 
God, and learning self-mastery through self-denial.
	 “The Oblate program has changed my per-
sonal relationship with God, the way I look at myself and 
my family, and how I view my community and the world 
around me,” new Oblate Gwen DeGruccio said.  “The 
Sisters of St. Scholastica are a loving model for us,” 
Enrollee Kathy Jarvis added.
	 In giving his homily to the Oblates at Mass on 
May 18, Father David McKillin, OSB, said, “the Oblates’ 
commitment to the Benedictine way of prayer is a call for 
each of us to renew our fidelity to God’s love song for it is 
true ‘God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
that the world might be saved through Him.”’ 
	 Following Mass, the nine enrollees: Mary Louise 
Baier, Kathryn Birkhead, Julie Hynes, Kathy Jarvis, Kath-
leen Moffett, Robert Nichols, Jon Mark and Lisa Simpson, 
and Julia Mason Williams; and the four new Oblates: Kevin 
Eveld, Gwen DeGruccio, Ann McElmurry, and Linda Sprad-
lin enjoyed brunch with the sisters and other oblates.
	 To receive more information about the Oblate 
program, contact Sister Magdalen at 783-4147.

4










