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Living life by taking a pebbled path is not an easy way to walk. The Sisters of St. Scholastica have been making their journey as 
a Benedictine community in Arkansas for one hundred and forty-five years. Our simple beginnings were not without struggle in 
answering the call from God to establish monastic life in the River Valley. Four women were called from Ferdinand, Indiana, to a 
rural and rugged country along a developing railway route in the hills of Arkansas, to assist German immigrants to form a larger 
community of faith.

We are still walking the Benedictine path in communion with our Brothers at Subiaco Abbey, through ministry at Hesychia House 
of Prayer, through the graduates from our School of Spiritual Direction, and by meeting the educational and pastoral needs in the 
diocese and in Esquipulas, Guatemala. Most importantly, we are women of deep prayer and continue to do outreach as we are able 
here at the monastery. Our Oblate program continues to welcome new members to the program, and the renewed fervor found there 
profoundly touches us all. We offer a space of sacredness and welcome strangers to become friends at our doors. The Sisters of St. 
Scholastica look for new stepping stones along the path that God is asking us to walk. 

Our reality as women religious in the world is vastly different from when we first ventured on the way of Benedictine life, and yet it 
is tenderly familiar. Our beginning was small and full of faith, and our future feels the same. We are no longer present in five states, 
teaching in multiple Catholic schools, running orphanages, or managing hospitals. Like many other vowed celibate persons, we are 
seeing fewer young people feeling sustained in this life. There are many reasons for this decline. We understand the shift our paths 
are taking today in the twenty-first century and see it within our own diocese and monastic houses. As we step out with the same 
sense of calling to live the Benedictine life just as God has always called us to do, we live out the call with the same loving diligence 
as the many monastic women who have gone before us. We have been companions to and have been companioned by many: our 
families, our students, our St. Scholastica Alumnae, and the dioceses and places that we ministered to and with. These are the very 
stepping stones of who we are as Benedictines. Some of these stones have aged well, and others have been worn thin, suffering from 
the weather of life’s difficulty, and yet we, in confidence, step on.

As we look at the steps ahead, we see an unknown future. We are smaller in number, and the reality of our aging and ability are 
very real. We know we could not be where we are now without those who have helped us land on the next stepping stone all along 
the way. We have embraced everything God has given us, we have carried the cross, and we have seen the joy of what that cross 
really means. We will begin taking new steps together to the unknown places God asks us to take with Him. We will begin to build 
a columbarium, for both the Sisters and the public. We are placing new signage at the monastery so that people will discover and 
rediscover that there are women of faith praying for the world each day.

For the last three years, much work has been done at Hesychia House of Prayer in New Blaine, where we are blessed to be in 
collaboration with the Religious Sisters of Mercy, Sisters Lisa Atkins and Sister Anita DeSalvo. Our own Sister Louise Sharum 
continues as a mentor to the team. Hesychia is on the site of the first of our many stepping stones, and we are grateful to all who 
have supported and continue to support Hesychia to be all that it is.

We are establishing a task force committee to help us to plan for the former monastery space, and dream toward the future. Where 
will our future take us? That is for God to know and for us to receive in faith. We will, as always, keep pace on the stepping stones 
toward heaven with you. 

Sister Kimberly Prohaska, OSB, Prioress

Message from the Prioress
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Stepping Stones
Every charitable act is a stepping stone toward heaven. 

Henry Ward Beecher



Sister Kimberly Prohaska, Prioress, at the Conference of Benedictine Prioresses at Our Lady 
of Grace Monastery in Beech Grove, Indiana.
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Our mission: Seeking God in our life together and enlivened by daily prayer, we, the Benedictine Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery 
in Fort Smith, Arkansas, respond to the needs of the people of God in a spirit of hospitality, simplicity, and reverence for one another 
and all creation. 

Charism Statement (excerpt): We, the Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery, have responded to a call to seek God by a total gift of self 
in a religious community of celibate women, who make profession to live the Gospel according to the Rule of Benedict, the norms of the 
Monastic Congregation of St. Gertrude, and the norms of the Monastery. By professing stability and fidelity to the monastic way of life, 
we promise to be faithful to our Benedictine tradition of prayer, work, and leisure, and to be a Christian community where persons are 
reverenced in their uniqueness and diversity.



Sister Stephanie Schroeder, age 91, a member of St. 
Scholastica Monastery, died December 7, 2023, at the 
monastery in Fort Smith, Arkansas. Sister Stephanie was 
born September 25, 1932, in Windthorst, Texas, to Ben 
and Sophia Humpert Schroeder and was named Floren-
tine Lucy.  She was the fifth child of eleven born to the 
Schroeder family. Sister Stephanie entered St. Scholas-
tica Monastery as a candidate on August 29, 1951, join-
ing her sisters, Sister Barbara and Sister Marietta, as a 
Benedictine.  

When she became a novice, she was given the name 
Mary Stephen but later she changed her name to Steph-
anie. Following her novitiate, Sister Stephanie made her 
first profession on June 24, 1954, and her final profes-
sion on June 24, 1957.  Sister Stephanie was gifted in 
teaching and providing spiritual direction. She loved 
parish ministry. She spent many years as the liturgist for 
the monastic community. Her love of the liturgy was a 
part of her life until God called her home to life eternal.   

Her ministry as a teacher took her to Paris, Atkins, Fort 
Smith, Russellville, Brinkley, Rogers, and Clarksville 
in Arkansas, and Moberly and Lebanon in Missouri for 
many years. In Springfield, Missouri, she taught for two 
years, then became a Pastoral Minister and Director of 
Religious Education.  

Sister Stephanie was Vocation Director from 1989 to 
2002. She was the Liturgist and Sacristan for 
thirty-five years at the monastery. She accompanied 
people as a certified spiritual director.  She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts from Avila College in Kansas City, 
Missouri, in 1970 and her Master of Pastoral Arts and 
Liturgy from Loyola University in Chicago, Illinois, in 
1979.  Sister Stephanie continued learning throughout 
her life in many programs, including The Institute for 
Retreats and Pastoral Ministry,  Formation in Ministry 
of Monastic Spiritual Direction, Healing Trauma, Gifts 
of Prayer and Spiritual Direction, Understanding Teens, 
Parent Effectiveness Training, RCIA for Catechumens, 
and Benedictine Conferences for Vocation and Formation 
Directors.

Sister Stephanie was known for making delicious co-
conut cakes, snacking on raisins and Fig Newtons, and 
tending to the monastery rose garden. Her hobbies in-
cluded crocheting, listening to classical music and sym-
phonies, and playing various card games. Sister Stepha-
nie was a gentle, creative, and approachable person. She 
loved taking quiet walks in nature and possessed a lovely 
singing voice.  She truly knew what it meant to live the 
Benedictine life as she often guided souls in discernment 
for their life call and as a spiritual director. She was 
dedicated to her family, faithfully keeping in touch with 
family and friends through letter-writing and telephone 
calls.  She was preceded in death by her parents, her sib-
lings, Clarence Schroeder, Elmer Schroeder, Raymond 
Schroeder, Brother Leonard Schroeder, OSB, of Subia-
co Abbey, and Sisters Barbara Schroeder and Marietta 
Schroeder, OSB.

She is survived by her sisters, Sister Regina Schroed-
er, OSB, and Mary Rose (Schroeder) and her husband, 
Bob Lehmann, her brothers, George and his wife Ann 
Schroeder, Bernard and his wife Emily Schroeder, her 
sister-in-law, Anita Schroeder, many beloved nieces and 
nephews, and the members of her Benedictine family. 

In Loving Memory

Sister Stephanie Schroeder
September 25, 1932 - 

December 7, 2023



Sister Laura Cathcart Begins Transfer Process

On October 22, 2023, St.Scholastica Monastery welcomed Sister Laura Cathcart, 
OSB, into the Fort Smith community of Benedictine Sisters during her rite of 
transfer ceremony. After evening prayer, Sister Laura was given the community 
pin by Prioriess Sister Kimberly Prohaska during a special ceremony.
The community held a reception dinner in honor of her transfer from Holy 
Angels Convent in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Sister Laura manages the St. Scholas-
tica gift shop and directs the Oblates of St. Scholastica under the mentorship of 
Sisters Hilary Decker and Maria Goretti DeAngeli. 

2023 Bake Sale 

On December 9, 2023, the Sisters held their annual bake sale at the monastery. 
Sister Maria DeAngeli raises herbs to sell and use in seasoned vinegars and oils.  
Sisters Maria and Madeline Bariola work for months baking breads, fruit cakes, 
jellies, preserves, and other things.  A few weeks before the sale, many other Sisters 
contribute their specialties. Beautiful afghans and other handmade items were for 
sale alongside the pickles, jams, jellies, and sweet treats. Our Oblates, Alumnae, 
and friends also make their contributions.  Thank you to all of our volunteers who 
helped and to all those who supported the sale with your purchases and donations. 

Founders Day 2024: St. Scholastica Monastery Celebrates 145 
Years 

On January 23, 2024, St. Scholastica Monastery celebrated 145 years since the 
community’s founding in Shoal Creek. The celebration began with morning 
prayers. Afterward,  Father Joseph Chan was celebrant of the Mass. In his hom-
ily, Fr. Joseph spoke of the young founders and their dedication to their call-
ing. At the conclusion of Mass, the Sisters then enjoyed a delicious brunch and 
fellowship. The evening held a special dinner and social time during which they 
enjoyed a trivia game using facts from the community’s history. Father Joseph Chan and Sister Dolores 

Vincent Bauer wait for the Mass to begin.

Sister Kimberly Prohaska, Prioress, Sister Laura 
Cathcart, and Sister Maria Goretti DeAngeli at 
Sister Laura’s Rite of Transfer ceremony.

Around the Monastery

 A Vespers Service will be held on Friday, June 28, 
2024, at 7:30 p.m.  The Funeral Mass will be Saturday, 
June 29, 2024, at 10:30 a.m., with Father Jerome Ko-
dell, OSB, as presider and Fr. Joseph Chan, chaplain, 
as concelebrant. Both services will be at St. Scholastica 
Monastery Chapel, with interment in St. Scholastica 
Cemetery Columbarium at a later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorials may be made to St. Scholastica Monastery 
Continuing Care Fund, 1315 S. Albert Pike, Fort Smith, 
AR 72903.
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Oblate Happenings 

On Saturday, February 4, 2024, Oblates Terry and Bill Baker, Katie Shields, and 
Annie Woody attended a day of reflection at Hesychia House of Prayer in New Blaine, 
Arkansas.

The theme for the day was “Time Made Holy”.
The Oblates were welcomed to the grounds by the 
Sisters of Hesychia then had time for prayer and 
contemplation to walk the land in the peace and 

beauty unique to the silence of the countryside, or to sit in the stillness of the 
chapel before the Blessed Sacrament.

Around noon, they gathered to pray the liturgy of 
the hours, after which they enjoyed a simple lunch 
and visit with the Sisters. The remaining hours of 
the reflection day were spent in solitude with the 
Lord, culminating in a prayer service where they 
shared some of their insights from the day.

The Sisters from Hesychia said, “The Oblates radiated 
God’s presence, and hearts of hospitality and peace. It was a joy getting to know them! 
The Hesychia Sisters look forward to seeing them and other Oblates in May.”

The stillness and beauty this sanctuary provides is open to all who seek a place to deep-
en their relationship with God through solitude and prayer. Reservation requests can be 
made via the Hesychia House of Prayer website: seektheholy.org

Oblates spent time in contemplation
 in the chapel.

St. Scholastica Oblates

Oblates study topics on the Holy Rule of St. Benedict that we Benedictines follow. 
Participation in the Oblate Program allows lay people the opportunity to seek God through 
prayer, achieve a greater attentiveness to the Word of God, learn a balance of prayer, work, 

and holy leisure, and many other spiritually enriching aspects of the 
Benedictine lifestyle. Both men and women are welcome 

to join our Oblate program. 

If you have any interest in our program, visit our Oblate section on the St. Scholastica 
website: 

www.stsscho.org. 
To learn more about our pragram and make any inquiries, please email us at:

oblates@stscho.org

Oblates enjoyed a simple lunch 
together (above, Annie Woody 
and Terry Baker; below, Katie 
Shields and Bill Baker).
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 Created over a decade ago, G.E.M aids girls and women in Esquipulas, Guatemala, as they attend school from 
elementary age on into college years.

We humbly thank all of the 2023 donors to the Guatemalan scholarship program.
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Holly and Paul Jarvis
Kathy Jarvis 
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Katie Shields
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Rebecca and Jerry Ward
Kevin Weakley
Stephanie Wilsie
Becky Yandell
Karen and Dr. Don Yandell
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Girls’ Education Matters (G.E.M)
Donor List



Discernment Days
Advent is a festive season at St. Scholastica. It is a time of joyous expectation and anticipation of the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We were blessed to have had the presence of our vocation discerner, Juanita Rios, with us from 
December 16-21, 2023. 

Juanita, who hails from El Dorado Springs, MO, was able to participate in the monastery’s regular schedule as well 
as in some of our Christmas activities. To name a few of her monastic experiences, she met and dined with some of 
our Oblates at their Christmas gathering. The monastery also had an evening of Christmas tree decorating in which 
Juanita joyfully hung some tree ornaments. She had a day of visits to both Hesychia House of Prayer and Subiaco 
Abbey. Our special thanks to both Sr. Anita de Salvo, RSM, and Br. Francis Kirchner, OSB, for graciously acting as 
her tour guides. 

We, the Sisters of St. Scholastica, would like to extend an invitation to women who are seeking God to come visit us 
and experience how we live our Benedictine charism of work, prayer, and radical hospitality. For inquiries, please 
contact the Vocation Director at (479) 783-4147.

Juanita paricipated in 
the Christmas traditions
 of the Sisters during her 
visit.

Vocation Corner by Sister Siena Fisk
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The 2023 National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC)
Every year, the youth of high school age from different Catholic dioceses around the country gather for a three-day 
experience of prayer, catechesis, service, adoration, and community. Last year’s NCYC conference was held in India-
napolis, IN, November 16-18, which I was blessed to be one of the approximately 13,000 participants. 

 
I worked as a volunteer at the National Re-
ligious Vocation Conference’s (NRVC) t-shirt 
swap area where we, Vocation Directors from 
different religious institutes, brought t-shirts to 
swap with the youth who themselves brought 
t-shirts to donate and swap.

Working at the t-shirt swap gave me the oppor-
tunity to meet and engage in conversation with 
youth from all over the country -- some came 
from as far as Hawaii! It was also a great op-
portunity for me to meet my peers in vocations 
ministry but most especially to reconnect with 
my cohort from NRVC’s Orientation for New 
Vocation Directors workshop which I attended 
in July of 2023. 

I met some who, unbeknownst to me, are well-known 
singers: Dana Catherine and Thomas Muglia, as well as 
Catholic speaker, musician, author, and comedian, Chris Padgett. 
I was proud to have been able to make Mr. Padgett laugh at some point in my conversation 
with him!

Aside from helping at the t-shirt swap, I also participated in some conference sessions, 
concerts, and talks.

Overall, it was heartwarming to see the excitement, vigor, and love that our youth have 
for our Lord and our Blessed Mother. Having witnessed these has given me hope for the 
future of our Church. 

Sister Siena with Chris 
Padgett. Photo courtesy of 
NRVC.

Sister Siena poses with attendees and 
volunteers from the NCYC, 2023.  
Photo courtesy of NRVC.

Sister Siena with singers Dana 
Catherine and Thomas Muglia

Photo courtesy of NRVC.

by Sister Siena Fisk
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Kaye Bernard
Artie Berry
Harry & Mary Beshoner
Keith & Kim Birkenfeld
Jacque Bixby
Phil Blackburn
Charles, Susan, &
   Katherine Blackwell
Frank & Theresa Blair
Charles & Frankie (dec.)
   Blaschke
Kenneth Blaschke (dec.)
Darren & Catherine Blazic
Msgr. Orville Blum
Jim Bock
Joe Bock & Sue Lyke
Maurice Bock Estate
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Theresa Boekholder
Linda Boen
Harold & Nancy Boerner
Mr. Boggs
Fr. Patrick Boland, OSB
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Roger Boone
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Mary Bourne
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Barbara Brazear
Walter & Carri Brekeen
Steve & Pamela Brekel
Darren & Ami Brewer
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Terry & Kay Britton
Denise Brooks
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Dennis & Sandy DeCoursey
Kyle & Katy DeJaeger 
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   Fort Smith
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Thomas & Ida DeSalvo
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Margaret Deuster
Gerard & Mary Devaney
Carol Devanny
Cindy Devine (dec.)
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David & Lynn Dietz
Kevin Dietz
Alisa Dixon
Dobson Fiber
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Dan & Patty Duerr
Davlyn Duesterhaus
Duffey’s Shoe Repair
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Richard Dunks
Constance Durkin
Gayle Easter
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Don Eveld
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HONOR ROLL OF BENEFACTORS FOR 2023
The Sisters of St. Scholastica Monastery thank each of our benefactors and volunteers for your generous support.  
You are remembered in our love and prayers.  On the second Tuesday of each month, a Mass is offered for you and 
your intentions. Benefactors and volunteers listed here supported the Monastery and Hesychia House of Prayer 
during the year 2023.
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Hedy Fuchs
Elizabeth Fuentes
Mary Ellen Furstenberg
Jose & Pamela Gaborni
Herbert & Carolyn Gadberry
Joseph & Bonnie Galewski
Sr. Lisa Gambacorto, RSM
Susan Gamble
Brenda Gardner
Tim & Clara Garvey
John Gass
Patricia Gaume
Maria Geels
Gerald & Kay Geisbauer
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Margaret Hart
Patricia Hart
Delores Hartman
Louise Hartman
Greg & Janet Hartz
Sarah Hartz
Ron & Rosemary Harvel 
Becky Hassler
Charmaine Haunert
Jim & Helen Hays
Elaine Hazlewood
Ida Heinrich
Stanley & Helen Henry
Heidy Herrera
Gary & Donna Herron
Ernest Herterich
Ralph & Ann Hicks
Ken & Mary Bea Hiegel
Greg Hildenbrand 
Shannon & Andrea Hill
Dr. Robert & Dayna Hilton
Joe & Angela Hochstein
May Hochstein
Katie Hodge
Denis Hoelting
Leona Hoelting
Bert & Elizabeth Hoff
Stella Hoffman
Melinda Holmes
Holy Redeemer Christian
   Women, Clarksville
Jimmy & Mary Jan Hoobler
Bobby & Carolyn Hopkins
Marjorie Horinek
Cecilia Horn
Ralph Horner
Cindy Horney
James & Ramona Hornsey
Stephen & Christine Hornsey
Cher Horwedel
David & Sarah Hotzel
Blane & Susan Howell
Hug Chevrolet
Frank & Debbie Hug
Kitty Hug
Drucilla Hughart
Tim Hunkins
Judy Hurt
Julie Hynes
Bob & Frances Jacimore
Randal & Beth Janes
Linda Jarred
Kathy Jarvis
Barbara Johnson
Dr. Cole Johnson
Demurl & Pepina Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Lucille Johnson
Robyn Johnson
Duval & Janie Johnston
James & Anne Marie Ellison
   (dec.) Johnston

Laney & Peggy Johnston
Chester & Susan Jones
Don & Janice Jones
Jay Jones
Joyce Jones
Mike & Nan Jones
Fr. Paul Jones
Tim & Irene Jones
Natalie Jordan
Mitch Joseph
Margie Joyce
Paul & Madelyn Juen
Sam & Alice Justus
George & Mary Kahmann
Geraldine Kampeter
Michael Keck
Judy Keller
Angela Kelly
Sr. Teresa Kelone, RSM
Br. Joseph Keough, FSC
Carolyn Ketter
William Kiefer
Michael & Louise Kieffer
Alberta, Mary Lou, & Rose Ann
   Kiene
James & Carolyn Killerlain 
Barbara King
John & Sally King
Pat Kirchner
Lou & Joyce Kleck
Eugene & Peggy Kleiss
Ron & Cathy Klober
Joe & Mary Knaebel
Knights of Columbus, Arkansas
   State Council
Knights of Columbus,
   Charleston
Knights of Columbus, Heber
   Springs
Knights of Columbus, Scranton
Ed & Annette Knittig
Dr. Robert & Beth Knox
Christine Koch
Darryl Koch
Jim & Candi Koch
Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB
Jeff Koenigseder
Tim Koenigseder
Christine Kohl
Lillian Kohler
Kenneth Koldys
Peg Konert
Sr. Diana Koorie, RSM
Allen & Jacqueline Kordsmeier
Brian & Carol Kordsmeier
Joe & Judy Korkames
Linda Krall
Mike & Katy Krall
J.R. & Carmelita Kremers
Joe & Trenna Kremers
Darlene Krenke
Janie Krone
Ron & Alice Kuehler
Charlotte Kuester
Helen Kutil
JoAnn Kyral 
Patrick L.
Margaret La Fornara
Nancy Labiak
Linda LaFontaine

Jo Ann Lambert
Diane Landmesser
Sr. Frances Lorene Lange, CDP
Rose Lange
John & Lisa Larker
Gerald & Rosella Lasater
Curt & Kay Lassiter
Joe & Margo Lazzari
Janelle Lazzo
Albert & Janet Leding
Jane Leding
Rick & Cathy Lee
Genevieve Lemley
Dennis & Jackie Lensing
E.H. & Carolyn Lensing
Leonard & Jo Lensing
Ron & Ann Lensing
Rosetta Lensing
Denise Leonards
Bettie Lesczynski
Msgr. David LeSieur
Paul Lewis
Dr. Michael Liggett
Jo Lightfoot
Benny Lindeman
Bob & Becky Lindemann
Doug & Jennifer Lindemann
Rita Lipin
Joan Lipsmeyer
Dc. Larry & Jan Lipsmeyer
Dale & Pamela Litton
Kristi Livingston 
Scott & Cresta Livingston
Dennis & Bea Lock
Logan County Bank, Scranton
Mary Longley
Lisa LoPorto
Bob & Cathy Lorenz
Dave & Patsy Louk
Fr. Dhanraj Lourduswamy
Joann Louttit
Jeff & Lynn Ludwig
Patronella Luedeking
Patti Lumbert
Lumen Essence
James & JoAnn Lutz
Thomas & Harriet Lutz
Kim LuWald
Debra Lynch
Elaine Lynch
Thomas & Nancy MacAskill
Jim & Elizabeth Maddox
Paul & Martha Magee
Elaine Magruder
Troy & Vicki Mahan
Virginia Mais
Arlene Makita-Acuña 
Fr. John Makothakat
Curtis & Vera Mann 
Rho Manos
Betty Masingale
Renee Mauzy
Robert & Annette May
Martin & Diane Mayer
Megan Mayeux
Bob & Ann Mazzanti
Jerry & Sharon Mazzanti
Larry & Cindy McAlister
Ed & Joy McBee
Betty & Shaun McCaffrey



Aaron McClure
Cynthia McCord
Matt & Shari McCoy
Ann McElmurry
Geraldine McFarland
Patty McGann
Sara McGinnis
William & Kelly McGowan
Mary McKeown
Catherine McVay
Glen & Emily Mebruer
MediSav Homecare Pharmacy
Jim & Debbie Medley
Tony & Lynn Meeks
George & Marti Meister
John & Amy Mendenhall
Tom & Karen Menzie
Mercy Clinics
Mercy Health, St. Louis
Mercy Hospital Fort Smith
Susanne Methven
Fred & Maryanne Meyerriecks
Bob & Becky Meyers
Richard & Gloria Meyers
Barbara Michael
Shelly Ming
Fr. Henry Mischkowiuski
Gayle & Kathryn Mitchell
Libbby Moix
Lura Moody
Ray & Rita Mooney
Carole Moore
Jim & Pat Moore
Therese Morein
Diana Moreno
Warren & Arlyne Morey
Robert & Marie Morris
Barbara Morse
Michael Morton
Pamela Mosley
Ronnie & Regina Moyer
Fr. Tom Mullally
Anna Mullen
Myles & Bonnie Mulligan
Muggy Murray
Ray & Joan Myers
Harold Naegle
T.J. Nahlen
National Family Pharmacy
Jim Necessary
Ken & Carolyn Necessary
Marie Needham
Sherry Nehus
Cheryl Nesbitt Estate
John Neubauer
Don & Delores Neumeier 
Michael & Lan Nguyen
The Nguyen & Hong Truong
Dick & Ella Rita Nicko
Marcia Nicko
Phillip Niemann
Linda Nix
Pat & Susan Nolte
Linda Novak
Marie Nunn
Sarah Nunn
Lee & Sherry Nutt
Max & Juanita Nutt
Tamara Oberbeck
Holli Oliver

Steve Routon
Ruth Ruelle
Otto & Diana Ruesewald
Coy & Linda Rush
Bill Russell
Rose Ryan
St. Benedict Church, Subiaco
St. Boniface Choir
St. John’s Episcopal Church
St. Leo Church, Hartford
St. Michael Church, Cherokee
   Village
St. Scholastica Alumnae
   Association
St. Scholastica Church, New
   Blaine
Mary Lou Sanders
Kathryn Sandifer
Barbara Sax
Mike & Linda Schluterman
Susan Schmitz
William Schmitz
Al Schneider & Judy Hoelzeman
Don & Linda Schneider
Jim & Peggy Schneider
Schroeder Family 
Bernard & Emily Schroeder
Cletus & Karla Schroeder
Danny & Evelyn Schroeder
Dennis Schroeder
Jimmy & Karrie Schroeder
Robert & Becky Schroeder
Buddy Schwartz Family
Eileen Scott
Joe & Sharon Seamann
John & Kathy Seavey
Ed & Lona Seiter
Elizabeth Ann Seiter
J.J. & Johnette Seiter
Kenneth & Helen Seiter
Louis & Janie Seiter
Rita Self
Frederick & Marilyn Senko
Sue Senyard
Leonard & Mary Beth Sever
J.P. & Margaret Sexton
Tom & Amy Sexton
Margaret Shamburger
Sharum’s Garden Center
Frank Sharum Family
Leo & Debbie Sharum
Pam Sharum
Donna Shaw
Harriet Shaw
Charles & Patricia Sheffield
James & Patricia Shepard
Richard Sherman
Jean Shields (dec.)
Katie Shields
Tim & Lori Shields
Steven & Vicki Siebenaler
Richard & Paula Siebenmorgen
Gary & Kate Simmons
Dr. Aaron Simpson
Mark & Lisa Simpson
Sisters of Charity, Leavenworth,
   KS
Sisters of Mercy
Barbara Skews
Don & Cecilia Sloat

Fr. John Oswald
Msgr. Richard Oswald
Frances Otto
Our Lady of the Assumption
   Church, Booneville
Lee & Kathy Jo Overstreet
Abbot Elijah Owens, OSB
Earl & Vickie Pabst
Gene Pabst
Carol Paga
Dc. Greg & Patty Pair
Diane Paladino
James & Julie Palmer
Eugenia Pearson
Mary Peck
Greg & Karen Perry
Thomas & Shawn Peters
Diep Vu Phan
Eric & Dawn Pianalto
Henry Piazza
Catherine Pieroni
Berta Pilkington
Linda Pinkerton
Ben & Amber Pinter
Ben & Catherine Pinter Estate
Cynthia Pitts
Antonia Plugge
Joe & Margie Plunkett
Rosemary Plunkett-Stith
J.C. & Jocelyn Pohlmeier
Tom & Sharon Pohlmeier
Kay Pope
Betty Post
Patricia Potratz
Sr. Annalee Prather, CDP
Stephen & Linda Prescott
Christi Lynn Priore
Tom & Jamie (dec.) Prohaska
Betty Pryor
Kathleen Puckett
Raffy & Nini Quimbo
Cecilia Ragsdale
Frank Raible
Ron & Nancy Railsback
Greg & Karen Raley
Rex & Vera Ramaekers 
Charlotte Rankin
Mike & Roz Rector
Patricia ReDavid
Melanie Reed
Mack Reginelli
John & Patricia Reid
Tommy Reinhart
John Reints
Tony & Rosemary Reith
Joe Reznik
Rita Rhineheart
Dan & Roberta Richardson
Marilyn Riedmueller
Marie Ries
Lillie Rife
Joyce Ringwald
River Valley Regional Food
   Bank
River Valley Smile Center
Robbins Refrigeration
Patricia Robinson
Orlan & Joan Roper
Susan Ross
Marion & Betty Rossi

Maria Small 
Don Smith
Janet Smith
Jerry & Margaret Smith
Mike & Suzy Smith
Dc. Robert Smith
Frankie & Lainie Snider
Barbara Snow
Jimmie Snow
Curt & Erika Soderbeck
Bob & Ceil Soderberg
Emily Soller
Mary Ellen Sommer
Beth Sparks
Lewis Sparks
Paul Spas
Tim & Darcy Spellman
David & Geraldyn Spicer
Spiritual Director Formation 
   Practicum II Group
Dr. Thomas & Paulette Spivey
Rebecca Spooner
Ron & Kathy Spotanski
Buddy & Linda Spradlin
Frank & Betty Sprick
Pam Spriggs
Benji & Cathy Stalcup
Laura Stanley
Mike & Patricia Stanton
Linda Starling
State Farm Insurance
Mike & Donna Stec
Mary Stehle
Teresa Stell
Robert & Barbara Stelle
Dolores Stemper
Joyce Stephens
Joyce Sternberg
Paul & Benita Stevens
Mary Stickly
Bill & Vicky Stocker
Mike & Cindy Stophlet
Melody Strassmann
Mary Streett
Sue Streett
James Strobel
Stephen & Laura Strum
Subiaco Abbey
Dorothy Sullivan
Lorraine Tate
Ronnie & Charlotte Tencleve
Mary Jo Tetreault
Virginia Thennes 
Kannan Thiagarajan 
Ravi, Anna & Thiagu
   Thiagarajan
Elizabeth Thines
Patricia Thurber
Charolette Tidwell
Spencer Tielkemeier
Mike & Karen Tierney
Glenda Timmerman
Barbara Titone
Mary Bernadette Townsend
Gloria Tran
Trinity Catholic School
Sr. Deborah Troillet, RSM
Ray & Cathy Trower
Julie Truger Estate
Mary Udouj



Chuck Uerling
Cackie Upchurch
Mark Urban
Alfredo & Irma Valdez
Mary Alice Veitch
Cindy Vennink
Lou & Carole Vitale
Donna Vorster
Greg & Becky Vorster
Craig & Rita Vrabel
Wayne & Gayle Vyrostek
W & W Automotive
Carolene Waddell
Bruce & Ruth Waits
Lou Anne Walker
Willard & Pat Walker Foundation
Michael & Mary Walter
Richard & Shari Walter
Hildegarde Ward
Pat & Carolyn Ward
Sherry Ward
Pat & Vicki Wardlaw
Nancy Warren
Al & Kay Warzecha
Mike & Laurie Wegman
Bridget Weisenfels 
Charlotte Weisenfels
Dorothy Weisenfels
Lona Weisenfels Estate
Ron Weisenfels
Marsha Wells
Sally Welters
Camille Werner
Evangeline Werner (dec.)
Danny Wewers
Denis & Molly Wewers
Mark Wewers
Millie Wewers
Pat & Christine Wheeler
Ron & Robyn Wheeler
Beth White 
Gary & Becky White
Bobbie Wiederkehr
Gary & Vickie Wiederkehr
Joe Wiederkehr
Wight Office Machines
Rose Marie Wiley
Dean & Diana Wilhelm
Irene Wilhelm
Harry & Janice Willems
Janie Willems
John Willems
Debbie Williams
Greg & Doris Williams
Ivy & Janet Williams
Julia Williams
Barbara Wilson 
Michael & Erika Wimberly
Lizbeth Winford
Rosemary Wingfield
John & Linda Wink
Justin & Ashley Wisdom
Theresa Witcher
Gina Wolf
Joe & Stacy Wolf
Joyce Wolf
Pat Wolfe
Jane Woodie
Marcus Woodward
Annie Woody

Drs. Bill & Mona Wooten
Fr. Paul Worm
Judy Wright
Caroline Wroblewski
Marilyn Yocum
Ed Zimmer
Mark & Pat Zimmerebner
Otto & Pat Zimmerman
Floyd & Nancy Zornes

IN MEMORY OF

Dr. Ambrose Ngwa Akonteh, 
   Alfred Hdiforchu, Peter Morcho,
   Maureen & Jude Ng
 Bisi N.

Alumnae Class of 1960
Ann Childs

Srs. Kathleen & Rose Ashour
Monica Ashour

Colette Bauer
Anonymous

John & Rose Beggs & Sam &
   Annette Domino
Mike & Marsha Domino

Sr. Regina Marie Bellighausen
Ray & Joan Myers

Sr. Josella Birkenfeld
Gary, DeNeil, & Katie Cockrell
Neil & Judy Harmon
Mark & Delphine Hittson

Sr. Rose Maria Birkenfeld
Jay & Dr. Amita Heaser 
Geraldine Kampeter

Maurice Bock
Christopher Bock
Janet Pennington

Sr. Frances Anne Braddock
Anonymous
Larry & Rose Thummel

Maria Carcaño
Ralph & Clara Veitenheimer

Sr. Patrick Cingolani
Claude & Sandy Buckley

Linda & Loretta Cooper
Ann Childs

Fr. Richard Davis
Max & Juanita Nutt

Sr. Ginger deGravelle
Anonymous
Robert & Ginger Reed

Tony & Frances DeSalvo
Tony DeSalvo

Lisa Dietz
Catholic Campus Ministry,
   Canyon, TX
Keith Dietz

Sr. Rachel Dietz
Jim & Cathy Crouch
Keith Dietz 
Wincy Hursh
Dc. Kenny & Pat Stengel

Dorothy Doherty
Dominic Doherty

Srs. Bede & Christine Eckart
Pat Fitzpatrick 
Roselyn Layes

Edward & Marie Eckart
Linda Starling

Sr. Judith Elms
Pat Kirchner

Jan Framel
John Framel

Susan Gabbard
Muggy Murray

Sr. Fidelis Marie Garafalo
Luigi & Toni Bersani

Sandra Gass
John Gass
Denny & Marie Reynaud

Sr. Gertrude Grabber
Patricia Grabber
Alice Kuehler
Dr. Bruce & Georgia Schratz

Gloria Graddy
Gloria Graddy Family

Shirley Graham
Russ & Joanie Stavig

Jerome & Rosemary Greer
Dr. Christopher & Hollie Greer

Larry Grinstead
Mary Jane Grinstead

Richard Hargraves & Leo &
   Mary Malnar
Jo Ann Hargraves

Judy Hoelting
Denis Hoelting

Sr. Norbert Hoelting
Gary, DeNeil, & Katie Cockrell
Neil & Judy Harmon
Carolyn Leitle
Msgr. David LeSieur
Edwin & Lona Seiter

Sr. Joseph Hofrichter
Phillip Niemann

Sr. Jerome Jacobs
Barbara Wilson

John James
Michael & Dottie Bloom

Preston James
Kenneth & Carol Simons

Jansen Family
Betty Jansen

Sr. Annette Ketter
Joyce Jones
Scott & Anna Jones 
Gayle & Kathryn Mitchell

Sr. Agatha Knittig
Dc. Greg & Patty Pair

Sr. Rosetta Kuettel
Shawn & Teresa Clark

Fr. Robert & Sr. Teresina
   Lazzari
Marcie Lazzari

Gene Lazzo
Nancy Labiak

Alvis & Loretta Lindeman
Kenneth & Carol Simons

Sr. Charlene Lindeman 
Gary, DeNeil, & Katie Cockrell
Neil & Judy Harmon
Msgr. David LeSieur
Dr. Bruce & Georgia Schratz
Kenneth & Carol Simons

Sr. Andrea Loran
Deborah Anderson
R. Arnold
Ben & Susan Barry
Chris Brooking
Delores Hartman
Cher Horwedel
Joyce Jones
Jane Leding
Rosemary Lelemsis
Msgr. David LeSieur
Ray & Rita Mooney
Berta Pilkington
Roylene Quintero Family
Bill & Emily Soller
Zeissel Family

Sr. Martha Loran
R. Arnold
Ray & Rita Mooney

Sr. Antonia Lutz
Anonymous

Sr. Vivian Luyet
Dennis & Bea Lock

Sr. Catherine Markey
James & Linda Joyce



Sr. Concetta Mazzanti
Jack & Regina Howarth
Msgr. David LeSieur

Frank Miranti
Barbara Michael

Bill, Craig, Sr. Jeremy,
   Michael, & Virginia Molett
Maria Molett

Henry Moore
Leo & Barbara Anhalt

Bill Murray
Muggy Murray

William & Maggie Naegle
Harold Naegle

Srs. Josita Nahlen & Elizabeth
   Rossi
Gene & Inez Ciechanowski

Sr. Adelma Pabst
Gene Pabst
Merley & Judy Staus
Raymond Stoecklein

Annalisa Peden
Jeffrey & Mary Totaro

Sr. Germaine Rachaner
Maureen O’Donoghue

Agnes Raible
Frances Raible

Sr. Anne Michele Raley
Sandra Hall

Sr. Annella Reginelli
Demurl & Pepina Johnson
Fr. Michael Skrocki

Jean Ann Roddy
Leo & Barbara Anhalt
John & Barbara Bannon
Carole Bercher
Don & Gail Bercher
Kyle & Katy DeJaeger
Ed & Bettye Franz
Roma Goebel 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Hopkins, Jr.
Jerry & Rosella Lasater
Mercy Crest
Bonnie Olson
Joyce Wolf

Srs. Frederick & Rosemary
   Rufener
Frank & Theresa Blair

Sr. Cabrini Schmitz
Susan Schmitz

Anthony Schneider
Fr. Joseph Chan

Mary Louise Veitenheimer
Cher Horwedel

Sr. Irene Verkamp
Sam Grimm

Sr. Scholastica Vogelpohl
Herbert & Barbara Geels
Joseph & Marilyn Gunther
Margie Joyce

Frank & Betty Vorster
Charlotte Siebenmorgen

Sr. Pierre Vorster
Leo & Barbara Anhalt
Anonymous (2)
Area Agency on Aging of
   Western Arkansas
Ben & Susan Barry 
Dc. John & Mary Burns
Joan Busby 
Ann Childs
Cindy Devine (dec.)
Robin Eggert 
Katherine Ferrari 
Rick Foti 
Herbert & Barbara Geels 
Glidewell Family 
Daniel Graves
Christine Harris 
Delores Hartman
Don & Nellie Hinson
Jim & Ramona Hornsey
Cher Horwedel
Edna Howard
Bill Howell
Joyce Jones
Mary Ann Kahmann
Jonathan & Beverly Keaton
Gilbert & Doris Koch
Christine Kohl
Kenneth Koldys
Larry & Susan Kruse
John & Lisa Larker 
Jane Leding
Rosemary Lelemsis
E.H. & Carolyn Lensing 
Rosetta Lensing
Msgr. David LeSieur
Mary Longley
Angela Malik
Catherine McNally
Calvin (dec.) & Debbie Moye
Jeffrey & Laura Palmer
Melanie Reed 
Louise Rogers 
Al Schneider & Judy Hoelzeman 
Ed & Lona Seiter 
Janie Shelby
Bill & Emily Soller
Charolette Tidwell 
Janet Udouj
Cackie Upchurch
Patsy Vaughan
David Vorster
Debbie, Emerald, & Gus Vorster
Harold Vorster
Martha Vorster (dec.)
Pat Willems

Ron Schneider
Lucille Schneider

Srs. Barbara & Marietta
   Schroeder
Marsha Wells
Larry & Tammy Ramaekers
Jason & Terri Bryan

Sr. Stephanie Schroeder
Jay & Dr. Amita Heaser
Craig & Jamie Anderle
Sr. Regina Schroeder

Leona Schwartz
Betty Kreutzer

Mike Seibold
Patty Seibold

Wilfred Seiter
Elizabeth Ann Seiter

Sr. Jo Ann Senko
Carolyn Leitle

Jean Shields
Fred & Maryanne Meyerriecks

Jeff Sidler
Bettye Schneider

Allen & Betty, Benita, Joe &                 	
   Margaret, & Terry Siebenmorgen
Charlotte Siebenmorgen

Sr. Annene Siebenmorgen
Paul & Magdalen Cesare
Charlotte Siebenmorgen

Sr. Brendan Siebenmorgen
Jon & Donna Wolfe

Sisters of St. Scholastica
   Monastery
Ben & Susan Barry
Warren & Arlyne Morey 

Sisters who served at St.
   Joseph School, Amarillo, TX
Msgr. Orville Blum

Sisters who served in
   Nazareth, TX
Larry & Tammy Ramaekers

Sisters who served in Russellville
Julian & Karen Hann

Sr. Ethel Marie Sonnier
Gayle Easter

Srs. Jovita & Marcella Stengel
Dc. Kenny & Pat Stengel

Sr. Stella Stephens
Mary Canterbury

Josephine Tencleve
Charlotte Siebenmorgen

Sr. Elaine Walbe
James & Patricia Adams

Sr. Marian Walbe
Robert & Alison Ahlert
Denis & Molly Wewers

Sr. Columba Walter
Leona Hoelting

Lona Weisenfels
Jim & Ramona Hornsey
Gilbert & Doris Koch
Ed & Lona Seiter
Charles Weisenfels Family

Evangeline Werner
Mary Jacobowitz
George & Etta Jensen
Betty Stabler
Camille Werner

Christine Wewer
Charlotte Siebenmorgen

Sr. Benita Wewers
Herman & Kathy Bombela
Cher Horwedel
Msgr. David LeSieur
Danny Wewers 
Denis & Molly Wewers
Mark & Mary Ellen Wewers

Sr. Mary Ruth Wewers
Catherine McNally

Sr. Macrina Wiederkehr
James & Patricia Adams
Mary Lou Bennett
Joe & Anne Marie Candido
Brian & Laura Cox 
Brenda Gardner
John & Elaine Hall 
Msgr. David LeSieur
Arlene Makita-Acuña 
Shirley Pyper
Bobbie Wiederkehr

Sr. Maurus Witt
Msgr. David LeSieur
Dave & Diana Tetreault

Keith Wright
Barbara King

Ann & Helen Zeiler
Helen Wren

James & Delphine Zydzik
Mike & Debbie Hoyt

IN HONOR OF

Jerry & Nancy Adams
Dorothy Sullivan

Alumnae Class of 1960
Ann Childs



Fr. John Antony
John Rossfeld

Sr. Madeline Bariola
Alisa Dixon 
Mike & Sandra Gunter
Dr. Bruce & Georgia Schratz
 Kelly Seaman
Bob & Cecelia Soderberg

Antoinette Beland (dec.)
Dorothy Sullivan

Keith Birkenfeld
Gary, DeNeil, & Katie
   Cockrell
Neil & Judy Harmon

Sr. Barbara Bock
Kay Pope
Marian Schmidt

Sr. Kevin Bopp, CSJ
Dr. Bruce & Georgia Schratz

Dr. John & Peggy Brandebura
Stephen & Laura Strum

Ruth Bruick
Betty Jansen

Sr. Laura Cathcart
Kay Pope

Sr. Madeline Clifton
Frank & Theresa Blair
David & Wanda Fugett

Tami Danielak
Sandra Scherm

Evelyn Davis
Ronald Mapes

Sr. Maria DeAngeli
Delores Hartman

Sr. Hilary Decker
Steve & Lori Beckham
Dr. Bruce & Georgia Schratz

Stephanie Ferrari
Dorothy Sullivan

Sr. Elise Forst
Louis & Marge Forst
Delores Hartman
Fred & Maryanne Meyerriecks
Harold Naegle

Sr. Miriam Hoffman
Ray & Rita Mooney

Jansen Family
Betty Jansen

Sr. Theresa Jodocy
John & Christine Puzauskas

Sr. Andrea Loran (dec.)
Chris Brooking
Ray & Rita Mooney

Sr. Therese Moreno
Sal & Laura Vilardo

Betty Post
Tina Post

Sr. Kimberly Prohaska
Fred & Cindy Borchert

Rosemary Reith
Tony & Rosemary Reith

Sr. Rosalie Ruesewald
Maggie Malloy

Sr. Marcella Schmalz
Debra Aaron
Anonymous 
Robert & Rosa Bidwell
Marcella Crabtree 
Ray & Rita Mooney
Amanda Palmer
Rose Lange

Srs. Regina & Stephanie (dec.) 
   Schroeder
Margaret Beaman 
Cletus & Darla Schroeder
Ralph & Clara Veitenheimer
Marsha Wells

Sr. Leona Marie Selig
Delores Hartman

Sr. Louise Sharum
Ray & Rita Mooney

Sisters of St. Scholastica
   Monastery
John & Elaine Hall
Warren & Arlyne Morey

Sisters who served in
   Nazareth, TX
Larry & Tammy Ramaekers

Sisters who served in
   Russellville
Julian & Karen Hann

Hope Slade
Joann Louttit

Andy & Eric & Angela Stengel
Sid Stengel

Joy Sternbeg
Dorothy Sullivan

Lorraine Tate
Dorothy Sullivan

Sr. Judith Timmerman
Frank & Theresa Blair

Sr. Pierre Vorster (dec.)
Fred & Cindy Borchert 
Bill Howell
Jonathan & Beverly Keaton
Christine Kohl
Bridget Weisenfels

Sr. Adrian Wewers
Christian Mothers Society,
   Nazareth, TX
Delores Hartman 
Clyde & Lisa Schulte
David & Paula Siebenmorgen
Danny Wewers
Denis & Molly Wewers

We have tried to include all 
benefactors in 2023.  If your name 
was over-looked or improperly 
printed, please accept our apologies 
and contact us to correct the error.

Sr. Elise Forst
St. Scholastica Monastery
1315 S. Albert Pike Avenue
Fort Smith AR 72903
Telephone: 479-459-8484
E-mail: elise@stscho.org
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November 4, 2023: Sisters Barbara Bock and Cecelia Brick-
ell attended a conference on Nutrition as Medicine in Little 
Rock.

 December 6, 2023: Sister Maria Gorette DeAngeli gave 
a presentation at the Sacred Heart of Mary Church in 
Barling, Arkansas.

December 10, 2023: Chuck Pennington spoke to the Sisters 
on the evolution of care for the mentally ill in Fort Smith in 
the last forty years.

January 28-February 3, 2024: During Catholic Schools 
Week, seven Sisters participated in a Mass at Trinity Cath-
olic School with students from all the Catholic schools in 
Fort Smith.  On January 30, Sisters Dolores Vincent Bauer 
and Siena Fisk visited St. John School in Russellville.  On 
February 1, Sisters Siena Fisk and Laura Cathcart visited 
St. Joseph School in Paris.

January 30-February 6, 2024: Sister Kimberly attended the 
Conference of Benedictine Prioresses at Our Lady of Grace 
Monastery in Beech Grove, Indiana.

February 3, 2024:  Sisters Madeline Bariola, Barbara Bock, 
and Siena Fisk joined other Sisters in the Diocese of Little 
Rock to celebrate World Day for Consecrated Life at the 
Carmelite monastery in Little Rock.

News Briefs

Visit the gift shop for Lent and Easter books, decor, and devotionals! Bibles, books, ro-
saries, and other items are available during store hours. If you would like, you can also 

place an order by phone.

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Saturday
12:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Closed the second Saturday of the month.
giftshop@stscho.org


